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HUNGARIAN PERFORMERS II

Commemorative stamps in memory of Katalin Karády and Zoltán Várkonyi
The latest stamps in Magyar Posta’s series of outstanding Hungarian performing artists commemorate the centenary of birth of the actress and singer Katalin Karády, and the actor and film and stage
director Zoltán Várkonyi. The stamps were made by printing company Pénzjegynyomda based on the
design of the Kossuth Prize winning graphic artist István Orosz. The set of stamps was officially released at the World Theatre Day Gala in the Katona József Theatre in Kecskemét by deputy CEO
Gábor Bakati.
After completing her drama studies, Katalin Karády appeared at two theatres in Budapest (Pesti Színház and Vígszínház) between 1939 and 1941. She became the celebrated diva of the age after her first motion picture, Deadly Spring,
was released. She played the title role in twenty films over nine years. After German troops occupied Hungary, her
songs were banned and in 1944 she was arrested by the Gestapo on charges of spying. Even during the most difficult
times she retained her humanity and dignity, and, risking her own life, saved Jewish children from certain death. The
Yad Vashem Institute in Jerusalem honoured her extraordinary compassion by awarding her the title Righteous Among
the Nations in 2004. Between 1945 and 1948 she played at the Operetta Theatre in Budapest, but the communist authorities made her work impossible. Her films were banned in 1949 and she could no longer appear on stage. In 1951
she left Hungary forever. She spent some time in Salzburg, Switzerland, Brussels and São Paolo before settling in New
York in 1968. Although she did appear on a few occasions and released some records as well, she lived in seclusion
until her death.
Zoltán Várkonyi, winner of the Kossuth Prize, Artist of Excellence and Artist of Merit, actor, film and stage director,
studied under Árpád Ódry and Ferenc Kiss before graduating from the Academy of Drama in 1934. He was a member
of the National Theatre between 1934 and 1941 and the Madách Theatre between 1941 and 1944. He was banned
from performing on stage during the war and had to flee from the Gestapo because of his origins. After the war, he was
the manager of the Művész Theatre from 1945. Between 1950 and 1962 he worked at the National Theatre and for
three seasons was the main director at the Hungarian People’s Army Theatre. In 1962 he became the main director at
the comedy theatre Vígszínház and was the manager there from 1971 until his death. In parallel with his film roles he
directed a series of classic Hungarian films. He taught at the Academy of Drama (later the Academy of Theatre and
Film), and was the rector of the institution from 1972 until his death.
(Source: szineszkonyvtar.hu • hu.wikipedia.org)
Order code: 2012030010011 (K. Karády stamp), 2012030060012 (K. Karády FDC), 2012040010011 (Z. Várkonyi stamp),
2012040060012 (Z. Várkonyi FDC)  Date of issue: 27 March 2012  Total face value: HUF 820  Number of copies issued: 200,000
(Z. Várkonyi), 250,000 (K. Karády)  Perforated size of the stamp: 40 x 30 mm (50 stamps/sheet)  Printed by Pénzjegynyomda 
Designed by István Orosz

